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Formal teaching by the Department of Pediatrics takes place in the 
patient units and clinics at Children’s Hospital of Michigan during 
the third year of the medical school program. The aim of the student 
clerkship is to acquaint the student with the course of normal 
development, the common variations from normal patterns, and the 
reaction of the immature to illness. An effort is made to incorporate all 
aspects of childhood in the allotted time of study in order to have full 
participation by members of the surgical, orthopedic, and psychiatric 
staff. An inpatient and outpatient experience is offered that affords the 
student an opportunity to be exposed to a broad array of pediatric illness. 
The Department of Pediatrics maintains contact with the student before 
the clerkship through contribution to the curriculum of basic science 
courses. The Department also provides an optional program of study 
during the fourth year.

The Fourth Year Elective Program offers the senior student an 
opportunity to gain experience in general pediatrics at a greater level 
of responsibility in patient care. The student assumes an increasing 
role as a primary caretaker under the supervision of the resident staff 
in advanced years of pediatric training. Experience in the pediatric sub-
specialties is also available to senior students. Thus, they are able to 
improve the level of their clinical skills and to obtain familiarity with 
the application of clinical and laboratory research techniques to the 
investigation of pathophysiology in a wide variety of children. Further 
information regarding programs may be obtained by writing to the office 
of the Chairperson of the Department.
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